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Doing It by Melvin Burgess

Doing It by Melvin Burgess is a provocative and compelling novel that explores the complex realities
of adolescence, sexuality, and rebellion. Published in 1993, the book quickly garnered attention for
its raw honesty and unflinching portrayal of teenage life, challenging conventional notions of morality
and societal expectations. Burgess, renowned for his gritty storytelling and nuanced
characterizations, delves into the turbulent world of teenagers who find themselves at the
crossroads of innocence and experience. This article provides an in-depth analysis of Doing It,
examining its themes, characters, narrative style, and its significance within contemporary young
adult literature.

Overview of the Novel

Background and Context

Doing It is set in contemporary Britain and centers around a group of teenagers navigating the often
confusing terrain of sexuality and identity. The novel was written during a period when discussions
about teenage sexuality were becoming more open, yet still faced considerable societal taboos.
Burgess?s work stands out because it refuses to shy away from explicit content, instead choosing to
confront the realities faced by young people head-on.

Plot Summary

The story follows a diverse cast of characters, including the rebellious teenager Gemma, her friend
Dave, and the enigmatic newcomer, Jack. As their lives intertwine, the narrative explores themes of
peer pressure, consent, love, and the search for personal identity. The characters grapple with their
desires, societal expectations, and the consequences of their actions, often portraying the darker
side of youthful experimentation.

Major Themes in Doing It

Sexuality and Exploration

One of the central themes of Doing It is the exploration of sexuality. Burgess portrays this phase of
adolescence as a natural, albeit tumultuous, part of growing up. The characters? experiences are
depicted with honesty, emphasizing the importance of consent, communication, and understanding.
The novel challenges the stigmatization of teenage sexuality by presenting it as a complex,
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multifaceted aspect of human development.

Rebellion and Authority

Burgess explores the tension between adolescents and authority figures?parents, teachers, and
societal institutions. The characters often rebel against rules they perceive as restrictive or
hypocritical, seeking independence and self-expression. This rebellion underscores the broader
theme of youth asserting their autonomy in a world that often seeks to control or suppress their
desires.

Identity and Self-Discovery

The journey toward self-awareness is another key theme. The characters grapple with questions
about who they are and what they want from life. Burgess emphasizes that adolescence is a
formative period where individuals experiment with different roles, beliefs, and behaviors to find their
authentic selves.

Consequences and Responsibility

Throughout the novel, Burgess highlights that actions have repercussions. The characters?
choices?whether related to sexual encounters, drug use, or defiance?often lead to unforeseen
outcomes, illustrating the importance of responsibility and maturity.

Character Analysis

Gemma

Gemma is portrayed as a rebellious and outspoken teenage girl who is eager to challenge societal
expectations. Her curiosity about sexuality leads her to explore relationships and push boundaries.
Her character embodies the desire for independence and self-assertion, often questioning authority
and societal norms.

Dave

As Gemma?s close friend, Dave offers a perspective grounded in vulnerability and innocence. His
character provides insight into the struggles of navigating peer pressure and the desire to fit in.
Dave?s journey reflects the internal conflicts faced by many teenagers caught between conformity
and individuality.

Jack
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Jack, the enigmatic newcomer, symbolizes change and temptation. His mysterious background and
bold attitude attract the other characters, serving as a catalyst for their explorations and decisions.
Jack?s character challenges the notions of trust and authenticity in adolescent relationships.

Supporting Characters

The novel also features a range of supporting characters, each representing different facets of
teenage life?some rebellious, others more conformist. These characters add depth and realism to
the narrative, illustrating the diversity of teenage experiences.

Narrative Style and Techniques

Raw and Honest Language

Burgess employs a candid and unfiltered narrative style, using colloquial language and vivid
descriptions. This approach lends authenticity to the characters? voices and immerses readers in
the raw emotions and realities of adolescence.

Multiple Perspectives

The novel is structured to provide multiple viewpoints, allowing readers to understand the thoughts
and motivations of different characters. This technique fosters empathy and highlights the
complexity of teenage relationships and dilemmas.

Use of Dialogue

Dialogue plays a crucial role in conveying character personalities and advancing the plot. Burgess?s
sharp, realistic dialogues capture the nuances of teenage speech, including slang and
colloquialisms.

Symbolism and Motifs

Throughout the novel, Burgess incorporates symbols such as mirrors (representing self-reflection)
and masks (signifying facade and identity). These motifs underscore themes of authenticity versus
perceived image.

Critical Reception and Impact

Controversy and Censorship

Doing It faced significant controversy upon its release due to its explicit content and frank
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discussions of teenage sexuality. Some critics and parents deemed the book inappropriate for
young readers, leading to debates about censorship and freedom of expression in young adult
literature.

Literary Significance

Despite the controversy, the novel has been praised for its honesty and literary merit. It challenged
traditional portrayals of adolescence, emphasizing that young people?s experiences are complex
and deserving of nuanced representation. Burgess?s work contributed to a broader acceptance of
more honest portrayals of teenage life in literature.

Influence on Young Adult Literature

Doing It paved the way for more open discussions about sexuality and identity in young adult
novels. Its candid approach inspired other authors to explore similar themes, fostering a more
inclusive and realistic portrayal of youth experiences.

The Ethical and Educational Debate

Portrayal of Sensitive Topics

The novel?s explicit content raises questions about the ethical responsibilities of authors and
educators. While some argue that such honesty is necessary to reflect real life, others worry about
exposing impressionable readers to mature themes prematurely.

Teaching and Parental Guidance

Educators and parents face dilemmas about how to approach Doing It in educational settings.
Discussions often focus on balancing the value of honest storytelling with the need to protect young
readers from potentially harmful content.

Promoting Healthy Conversations

Despite the controversies, Doing It can serve as a catalyst for important conversations about
sexuality, consent, and emotional health. When accompanied by appropriate guidance, it can help
teenagers navigate their own experiences more safely and confidently.

Conclusion: The Legacy of Doing It

Doing It by Melvin Burgess remains a landmark in young adult literature for its daring honesty and
portrayal of adolescence. It challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about teenage
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sexuality and the complexities of growing up in a modern society. The novel?s frankness has
sparked debates about censorship, responsibility, and the role of literature in shaping youth
perspectives. Ultimately, Burgess?s work underscores the importance of authentic representation
and the recognition that adolescence is a critical, often turbulent, journey of self-discovery. As a
piece of literary art, Doing It continues to resonate with readers and critics alike, cementing its place
as a significant and influential work in the canon of young adult fiction.
 
Doing It by Melvin Burgess: An In-Depth Exploration of Controversy and Craftsmanship in Young
Adult Fiction

Introduction

Doing it by Melvin Burgess is more than simply a phrase or a title; it encapsulates the essence of
a provocative, boundary-pushing approach to storytelling within the realm of young adult literature.
Melvin Burgess, a British author renowned for his daring narratives and candid portrayal of
adolescent struggles, has carved out a distinctive space in the literary world. His works challenge
societal norms, confront uncomfortable truths, and compel readers to reconsider their perceptions of
youth, morality, and the power of storytelling. This article delves into Burgess?s literary approach,
examining his thematic choices, narrative techniques, and the enduring impact of his work.

The Life and Literary Journey of Melvin Burgess

Early Influences and Background

Melvin Burgess was born in 1954 in London, England. Growing up amidst the social upheavals of
the 1960s and 1970s, Burgess?s formative years were marked by exposure to diverse social
issues?poverty, drug use, and the complexities of adolescence. These experiences profoundly
influenced his writing style and thematic focus.

Educated at the University of Sussex, Burgess initially pursued a career in television before
transitioning into novel writing. His firsthand understanding of media and storytelling laid the
groundwork for his distinctive narrative voice?raw, authentic, and unflinching.

Breakthrough and Critical Recognition

Burgess?s breakthrough came with the publication of Junk in 1993, a novel that vividly depicts the
lives of teenage drug addicts. The book?s unvarnished portrayal garnered both praise and
controversy, earning it the Carnegie Medal?an accolade awarded for excellence in children?s
literature?and sparking debates about censorship and moral responsibility.

His subsequent works, including Doing It (1996), further cemented his reputation as a writer unafraid
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to tackle taboo subjects. Burgess?s willingness to confront uncomfortable realities set him apart
from many of his contemporaries, positioning him as a provocative voice in young adult fiction.

Thematic Core of Burgess?s Work

Confronting Taboo Topics

One of Burgess?s defining traits is his fearless exploration of taboo topics that are often sanitized or
omitted in mainstream young adult literature. These include:

- Sexuality and Consent: Burgess?s Doing It candidly depicts teenage sexuality, exploring
themes of consent, experimentation, and peer pressure.

- Substance Abuse: As seen in Junk, he doesn?t shy away from depicting drug addiction?s grim
realities.

- Violence and Crime: His characters often grapple with moral dilemmas involving violence, theft,
and rebellion.

- Mental Health and Trauma: Burgess?s stories frequently probe the psychological scars borne
by adolescents navigating difficult circumstances.

By addressing these issues head-on, Burgess aims to reflect the authentic experiences of young
people, fostering empathy and understanding.

Challenging Societal Norms and Morality

Burgess?s narratives often question societal norms and challenge the moral certainties of adults.
His characters are frequently outsiders or rebels, questioning authority and traditional values.
Through their stories, Burgess invites readers to scrutinize societal expectations and consider
alternative perspectives.

Realism and Authenticity

Authentic portrayal of adolescent life is a cornerstone of Burgess?s writing. His characters are
complex, flawed, and multidimensional, resisting stereotypes. His dialogue mimics real speech, and
his settings are vividly drawn, immersing readers in environments that feel genuine and relatable.

Narrative Techniques and Style

Raw and Unfiltered Language

Burgess employs a raw, unfiltered narrative style that captures the immediacy of teenage voice. His
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language is often colloquial, incorporating slang and vernacular speech patterns to enhance realism.

Multiple Perspectives

Many of Burgess?s novels utilize multiple narrators or perspectives, providing a multifaceted view of
the story. This technique allows readers to understand various characters? motivations and
experiences, fostering empathy and nuanced comprehension.

Nonlinear Storytelling

Burgess occasionally employs nonlinear storytelling, jumping between timelines or perspectives to
build suspense and deepen thematic complexity.

Use of Humor and Irony

Despite tackling serious subjects, Burgess integrates humor and irony to balance the narrative tone.
This approach makes difficult topics more approachable and underscores the contradictions of
adolescent life.

The Impact and Controversy Surrounding Burgess?s Work

Educational and Literary Significance

Burgess?s novels are frequently studied in schools and universities for their literary merit and social
relevance. His unflinching portrayal of youth issues has opened up conversations about mental
health, sexuality, and social justice.

Censorship and Public Debate

Due to their explicit content, Burgess?s books have often faced censorship. Critics argue that his
work exposes impressionable teens to mature themes prematurely, while supporters contend that
such honesty is vital for understanding adolescent realities.

The controversy surrounding his work highlights the ongoing debate about the role of literature in
moral education and the boundaries of artistic expression.

Influence on Young Adult Literature

Burgess?s fearless storytelling has influenced a generation of writers and helped evolve the young
adult genre into a platform for serious social commentary. His work paved the way for other authors
to explore difficult topics without compromise.
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Critical Reception and Legacy

Awards and Recognitions

Beyond the Carnegie Medal for Junk, Burgess has received numerous accolades recognizing his
contribution to literature, including the Guardian Children?s Fiction Prize and the Booktrust Teenage
Prize.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Melvin Burgess remains a vital voice in literature, with his works continuing to resonate with young
readers and adults alike. His commitment to authenticity and social critique ensures his relevance in
contemporary discussions about youth culture and literature.

Conclusion: Doing It Right?The Burgess Approach

Doing it by Melvin Burgess exemplifies a commitment to truthful storytelling, unflinching
exploration of taboo subjects, and a refusal to sanitize uncomfortable realities. His work challenges
both readers and society to confront difficult truths about adolescence, morality, and human nature.
As a pioneer in young adult fiction, Burgess?s influence persists?not only through his literary
achievements but also through the ongoing conversations his stories inspire about authenticity,
censorship, and the power of narrative to reflect the complexities of youth.

In an era increasingly aware of mental health, social justice, and the importance of diverse voices,
Melvin Burgess?s approach remains a vital blueprint for writers and readers seeking honesty and
depth in storytelling. His legacy underscores that doing it?telling the truth?can be revolutionary,
transformative, and ultimately, necessary.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main theme of 'Doing It' by Melvin Burgess? The novel explores
themes of teenage sexuality, peer pressure, rebellion, and the struggles of adolescence, highlighting
the complexities of young love and independence. Who are the main characters in 'Doing It'? The
story primarily revolves around the characters of Mik and Tash, two teenagers navigating their
feelings, relationships, and the challenges of growing up. How does 'Doing It' address the topic of
teenage relationships? The book presents an honest and sometimes raw portrayal of teenage
relationships, emphasizing emotional complexity, consent, and the importance of communication. Is
'Doing It' suitable for young adult readers? Yes, 'Doing It' is a young adult novel that deals with
mature themes in a way that encourages reflection and discussion among teenage readers, though
it contains explicit content. What is the significance of rebellion in 'Doing It'? Rebellion is a central
motif, illustrating how teenagers challenge societal norms, authority, and their own boundaries as
part of their journey toward self-discovery. How has 'Doing It' been received critically and among
readers? The novel has received praise for its honest portrayal of teenage issues and its engaging
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narrative, though some critics have noted its explicit content as controversial. What inspired Melvin
Burgess to write 'Doing It'? Burgess aimed to depict authentic teenage experiences and to spark
conversations about sexuality, peer pressure, and the transition to adulthood. Are there any major
controversies associated with 'Doing It'? Yes, the book has faced controversy and bans in some
schools due to its explicit language and themes, which some consider inappropriate for certain age
groups. How does 'Doing It' compare to other works by Melvin Burgess? 'Doing It' shares Burgess?s
signature style of tackling taboo subjects with honesty and grit, similar to his other controversial
novels like 'Junk' and 'Kite,' focusing on real-life issues faced by young people. 

 
Related keywords: teenage rebellion, coming of age, youth fiction, British literature, controversial
themes, teenage identity, social issues, school life, urban setting, young adult novel

CASTLE DIARY THE JOURNAL OF TOBIAS BURGESS

Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess

Discover the intriguing world of Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess, a captivating historical
novel that immerses readers into the life of a young boy living in medieval England. Set against the
backdrop of a bustling castle, this book offers a unique glimpse into daily life during the Middle Ages
through the eyes of Tobias Burgess. Whether you're a history enthusiast, a young reader, or
someone interested in medieval tales, this journal-style narrative provides both educational value
and engaging storytelling.

Overview of Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess

What Is Castle Diary?

Castle Diary is a fictional diary written from the perspective of Tobias Burgess, a young squire living
in a medieval castle. The narrative is presented as Tobias's personal journal, capturing his thoughts,
adventures, and observations as he navigates the challenges of castle life.

Target Audience

This book is primarily aimed at:

- Children aged 8-12 who enjoy historical fiction
- Students studying medieval history or early history of England
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- Readers interested in diary-style storytelling

Educational Value

The novel offers insights into:

- Medieval social hierarchy and daily routines
- Castle architecture and defense mechanisms
- Historical events and customs of the Middle Ages

Main Themes and Features of the Book

Authentic Medieval Setting

Castle Diary vividly depicts castle life, including:

- The architecture of medieval castles
- The roles of various castle inhabitants, such as knights, servants, and noble families
- Medieval customs, festivals, and daily chores

Engaging Diary Format

The diary format makes the story:

- Personal and immersive
- Easy to follow for young readers
- Rich with Tobias's personal reflections and thoughts

Historical Accuracy and Research

While fictional, the story is grounded in thorough historical research, offering:

- Realistic descriptions of medieval life
- Accurate representations of castle defenses and warfare
- Authentic language and customs from the period

Key Characters in Castle Diary
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Tobias Burgess

The protagonist, a young squire eager to learn and prove himself. His journal entries reveal his
aspirations, fears, and growth.

Sir Geoffrey

A noble knight and Tobias's mentor, who teaches him about chivalry and combat.

Lady Eleanor

The noble lady of the castle, known for her kindness and intelligence. She often shares stories and
wisdom with Tobias.

Supporting Cast

Other characters include castle servants, fellow squires, and visiting nobles, each adding depth to
the castle community.

Educational and Entertainment Aspects

Historical Insights

Readers learn about:

- The responsibilities of a squire
- Medieval court life and ceremonies
- Feudal system and land management

Adventure and Mystery

The story includes:

- Castle defenses during sieges
- Mysterious disappearances and secret passages
- Challenges faced by Tobias in proving his bravery

Language and Vocabulary
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The book introduces readers to medieval terminology, enriching their vocabulary and understanding
of historical language.

Why Read Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess?

Educational Benefits

Reading this book encourages:

- Interest in history and medieval studies
- Reading comprehension through engaging storytelling
- Understanding of social structures and daily life in the Middle Ages

Enhances Imagination and Empathy

The diary format invites readers to:

- Imagine life as a young squire in a castle
- Develop empathy for historical characters
- Visualize medieval settings vividly

Suitable for Classroom Use

Teachers can incorporate Castle Diary into lessons on:

- Medieval history
- Diary and narrative writing
- Character analysis and storytelling techniques

Additional Resources and Activities

Discussion Questions

Encourage critical thinking with questions like:

- What qualities make Tobias a good squire?
- How does the castle environment influence the characters?
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- What can we learn about medieval life from Tobias's journal?

Creative Projects

Students and readers can engage with the story through:

- Writing their own diary entries from a medieval perspective
- Designing a model of the castle based on descriptions
- Creating a family tree of the castle inhabitants

Further Reading

Explore related books and resources:

- Historical novels set in medieval times
- Books on castle architecture and medieval warfare
- Biographies of knights and noble families

Conclusion: Why Castle Diary Is a Must-Read

Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess stands out as a compelling blend of history and
storytelling. Its authentic portrayal of medieval life, combined with the engaging diary format, makes
it an excellent choice for young readers and educators alike. The book not only entertains but also
educates, fostering a deeper appreciation for history, bravery, and the daily struggles of those who
lived in castles centuries ago. Whether used as a classroom resource or for personal enjoyment,
Castle Diary invites readers to step back in time and experience the adventures of Tobias Burgess
firsthand.

By exploring the detailed life within a medieval castle through Tobias's eyes, readers gain valuable
insights into a fascinating period in history, all while enjoying a captivating story. Dive into Castle
Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess and embark on a journey through time that is as educational
as it is entertaining.
 
Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess is a captivating historical novel that immerses readers
into the medieval world through the eyes of a young squire. This richly detailed narrative offers a
window into castle life, chivalry, and the complexities of medieval society. Whether you're a history
enthusiast or a young reader eager for adventure, this book provides a compelling blend of factual
authenticity and engaging storytelling.
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Overview and Context

Castle Diary, authored by Richard Platt, is part of the "Castle" series, which aims to bring history to
life through vivid narratives and meticulous research. The story is presented as the journal of Tobias
Burgess, a young squire serving in a grand medieval castle during the 13th century. The novel
combines fictional storytelling with historical facts, making it both educational and entertaining.

The book is designed to appeal to middle-grade readers, typically aged 9-12, but its detailed
descriptions and historical accuracy make it suitable for older readers as well. Its primary goal is to
provide an authentic glimpse into castle life, from daily routines and social hierarchies to battles and
celebrations.

Plot Summary and Narrative Style

The narrative follows Tobias Burgess over a year, documenting his experiences, ambitions, fears,
and lessons learned as he navigates life in a medieval castle. The journal format lends an intimate
and personal tone, allowing readers to connect with Tobias on a deeper level.

The storytelling is straightforward yet vivid, with Tobias?s entries revealing the intricacies of castle
operations, interactions with nobles and servants, and the challenges of training as a squire. The
plot doesn?t follow a traditional adventure or quest structure but instead focuses on the everyday
realities of medieval life, emphasizing authenticity over dramatization.

Historical Accuracy and Educational Value

Strengths

- Authentic Details: The book is praised for its meticulous research, accurately depicting castle
architecture, clothing, food, and social customs.

- Educational Content: It offers insights into medieval societal hierarchy, the roles of different
castle inhabitants, and the importance of chivalry and knighthood.

- Illustrations and Diagrams: Period-appropriate sketches and diagrams help readers visualize
castle layouts, weapons, and dress, enhancing understanding.

Limitations

- Some fictional elements are woven into the story, which might blur lines for very young or
inexperienced readers seeking pure historical facts.

- The focus on daily routines may lead to slower pacing for readers expecting high-action plots.
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Themes and Topics Explored

Chivalry and Honor

The novel explores the virtues of a knight, emphasizing discipline, loyalty, bravery, and the
importance of upholding one?s honor. Tobias?s observations and experiences serve as lessons in
moral development.

Social Hierarchies and Class

Through interactions among nobles, knights, squires, and servants, the book vividly illustrates the
rigid social structure of medieval society. It highlights the privileges and responsibilities associated
with each class.

Daily Life and Work

From preparing meals and maintaining the castle to training in swordsmanship and etiquette, the
novel provides a comprehensive look at the daily routines that sustain castle life.

Conflict and Warfare

While not focused on battles, the book touches on the preparation for war, castle defenses, and the
strategic importance of castles during medieval conflicts.

Character Development and Engagement

Tobias Burgess?s character is portrayed as curious, earnest, and eager to learn. His journal entries
reveal his growth from a naive boy into a more confident and knowledgeable young squire. The
personal tone fosters a sense of intimacy, encouraging readers to see themselves in Tobias?s
experiences.

The supporting characters, including castle staff, nobles, and fellow apprentices, are well-rounded
and serve to illustrate various facets of medieval life. Their interactions and conflicts add depth and
realism to the narrative.

Strengths of the Book

- Rich Historical Detail: Every aspect of castle life is described with care, making the setting
authentic.

- Engaging Journal Format: The diary style invites readers to experience history firsthand,
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fostering empathy and curiosity.
- Educational and Entertaining: Balances factual information with storytelling, making learning

enjoyable.
- Visual Aids: Illustrations and diagrams aid comprehension and retention of historical details.
- Relatable Character: Tobias?s personal growth and reflections make him a compelling

protagonist.

Weaknesses and Criticisms

- Pacing: The focus on routines and detailed descriptions may slow down the narrative for some
readers seeking fast-paced plots.

- Limited Action: The book centers more on daily life than adventure, which might not satisfy
readers craving high excitement.

- Fictionalization: Some events or dialogues may be dramatized or simplified, occasionally
blurring the line between fact and fiction.

- Target Audience: While suitable for middle-grade readers, some older readers or those with
advanced knowledge of history might find the content somewhat basic.

Features and Educational Tools

- Glossary of Medieval Terms: Helps readers understand unfamiliar words related to castle life.
- Timeline of Medieval History: Places the story within the broader historical context.
- Discussion Questions: Encourages reflection and further research.
- Activities and Projects: Suggestions for crafts, role-playing, and research to deepen

engagement.

Comparison with Other Books in the Series

Castle Diary is part of Richard Platt?s acclaimed "Castle" series. Compared to other titles like
"Castle: A History" or "The Castle Builder," this book offers a more personal and narrative-driven
approach. While the series collectively provides a comprehensive understanding of castles across
different periods and regions, Castle Diary?s journal format offers a unique perspective focusing on
individual experience.

Suitability and Recommendations

Castle Diary is highly recommended for:
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- Middle-grade students interested in history and castles.
- Teachers seeking engaging classroom resources about medieval life.
- Parents and guardians looking for educational yet entertaining books for children.
- History enthusiasts wanting a detailed yet accessible account of castle life.

However, readers seeking high-action plots or romanticized medieval adventures might find the
book?s focus on daily routines somewhat subdued. It?s best suited for those with a genuine
curiosity about history or a desire to understand the realistic aspects of medieval society.

Conclusion

Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess stands out as a well-researched, engaging, and
educational book that brings medieval castle life vividly to life. Its unique diary format, combined with
accurate historical details and relatable characters, makes it a valuable resource for young readers
and educators alike. While it may not satisfy those craving fast-paced adventure, its strength lies in
immersing readers into the everyday realities, morals, and social structures of the Middle Ages.

In an age where historical fiction often leans toward dramatization, Castle Diary provides an
authentic and insightful portrayal of a bygone era. For anyone interested in understanding what life
was truly like within castle walls?and doing so through the eyes of a young apprentice?it is an
excellent choice that educates, entertains, and inspires curiosity about history.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main plot of 'Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess'? The
book follows Tobias Burgess, a young page in a medieval castle, documenting his daily life,
adventures, and the challenges he faces during his time at the castle. Who is the author of 'Castle
Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess'? The book was written by Richard Platt. What age group is
suitable for reading 'Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess'? The book is suitable for children
aged 8 to 12, making it ideal for middle-grade readers interested in history and medieval life. Is
'Castle Diary' based on real historical events? While the story is fictional, it provides an accurate and
engaging depiction of medieval castle life, drawing on historical facts and details. What are some
key themes explored in 'Castle Diary'? The book explores themes such as medieval society, daily
life in a castle, friendship, loyalty, and the challenges of growing up. Are there illustrations in 'Castle
Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess'? Yes, the book contains black-and-white illustrations that help
bring the medieval setting and characters to life. How does 'Castle Diary' help readers learn about
medieval history? Through Tobias?s journal entries, the book provides detailed descriptions of
castle life, medieval customs, and historical context, making learning engaging and accessible. Can
'Castle Diary' be used as an educational resource? Yes, it is often used in classrooms to introduce
students to medieval history and to encourage reading interest through its engaging storytelling and
historical details. 

 
Related keywords: castle diary, tobias burgess, historical fiction, children's literature, medieval
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castle, diary entries, adventure story, school story, British history, young protagonist
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