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Lewis structure of radon is a fundamental concept in chemistry that helps us understand the
atomic structure and bonding behavior of this noble gas. Radon is a radioactive element with the
symbol Rn and atomic number 86. As part of the noble gases group, radon exhibits unique
electronic configurations that influence its chemical properties and interactions. Although noble
gases are known for their full outer electron shells making them largely inert, examining their Lewis
structures provides valuable insights into their electron arrangements and how they differ from other
elements.

Understanding the Lewis Structure Concept

Before delving into radon?s specific Lewis structure, it?s important to grasp what Lewis structures
generally represent in chemistry. Lewis structures, also known as electron dot structures, depict the
valence electrons of atoms within molecules or atoms themselves, illustrating how electrons are
shared or transferred during chemical bonding.

Valence Electrons and Their Significance

- Valence electrons are electrons in the outermost shell of an atom.
- They determine an atom's chemical reactivity and bonding capabilities.
- For noble gases like radon, the valence shell is typically complete, which is a key reason they

are considered inert.

How Lewis Structures Are Drawn

- Represent the nucleus of the atom with the chemical symbol.
- Draw dots around the symbol to indicate valence electrons, with a maximum of eight dots

following the octet rule.
- For molecules, connect atoms with bonds and distribute electrons to satisfy octet or duet rules.

Electronic Configuration of Radon

Radon?s position in the periodic table is Group 18 (Group VIII), Period 6. Its electronic configuration
is:
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- 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p? 4s² 3d¹? 4p? 5s² 4d¹? 5p? 6s² 4f¹? 5d¹? 6p?

This configuration reveals that radon has a complete octet in its outermost shell (6p?), which
accounts for its chemical inertness.

Lewis Structure of Radon

Given radon?s full outer shell, its Lewis structure is quite simple compared to many other elements.
It consists of the symbol ?Rn? surrounded by eight dots representing its valence electrons.

Drawing the Lewis Structure of Radon

- Since radon has 8 valence electrons, these are represented as eight dots around the 'Rn'
symbol.

- The dots are usually arranged in pairs on four sides around the atom to reflect the octet.

Visual representation:

```

..

.. Rn ..

..

```

or more explicitly, the dots can be arranged as:

- Two dots on each side (top, bottom, left, right), reflecting four pairs of electrons.

Full Lewis structure:

```

.. ..

. Rn .
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.. ..

```

This simple structure indicates that radon has a complete octet, aligning with its status as a noble
gas.

Significance of Radon?s Lewis Structure

Understanding the Lewis structure of radon offers insights into its chemical inertness and limited
bonding behavior.

Inertness and Lack of Reactivity

- The complete outer shell makes radon largely unreactive under normal conditions.
- It rarely forms chemical bonds, but under certain specialized conditions, such as in complexes

or with highly reactive species, radon can participate in bonding.

Radon in Compounds and Interactions

- While radon is mostly inert, some compounds have been synthesized with radon, often involving
weak interactions.

- Its Lewis structure helps chemists predict and understand these rare chemical behaviors.

Comparison with Other Noble Gases

Radon?s Lewis structure is similar to other noble gases like helium, neon, argon, krypton, and
xenon, all of which have full outer shells.

Differences in Electron Shells

| Noble Gas | Atomic Number | Valence Electrons | Lewis Structure Representation | Notes |

|------------|----------------|-------------------|------------------------------|---------------------------------------------------|

| Helium | 2 | 2 | He with two dots | Duet rule; only 2 electrons needed for stability|

| Neon | 10 | 8 | Ne with eight dots | Stable octet; inert |
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| Argon | 18 | 8 | Ar with eight dots | Similar to radon, but smaller in size |

| Krypton | 36 | 8 | Kr with eight dots | Larger atom, rare compounds possible |

| Xenon | 54 | 8 | Xe with eight dots | Known to form some compounds with electronegative elements
|

| Radon | 86 | 8 | Rn with eight dots | Radioactive; rare compounds |

Key Point: All these Lewis structures emphasize the stability of the full outer shell in noble gases,
explaining their general chemical inertness.

Implications for Chemical Bonding and Applications

Despite their inertness, noble gases like radon have practical applications and interesting chemical
behaviors.

Radon in Medical and Environmental Fields

- Radon is used in certain radiotherapy treatments due to its radioactive properties.
- Its ability to diffuse through materials is influenced by its electronic structure.

Potential for Bonding Under Extreme Conditions

- Under high pressure or in the presence of highly electronegative elements, radon can form
compounds.

- Understanding the Lewis structure helps predict these rare interactions.

Safety and Handling

- Since radon is radioactive, its Lewis structure and electron configuration also inform safety
protocols, as it decays and emits radiation.

Conclusion

The Lewis structure of radon is a straightforward yet significant depiction that highlights its complete
outer valence shell, corresponding to its position as a noble gas. With eight electrons represented
as dots around its symbol, radon exemplifies atomic stability and chemical inertness. While it rarely
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forms compounds, understanding its Lewis structure is essential for appreciating its behavior in
various environments and potential applications. The simplicity of its Lewis structure contrasts with
its complex nature as a radioactive element, but together, they provide a comprehensive picture of
radon?s chemical identity.

Summary:

- Radon?s Lewis structure consists of the symbol 'Rn' surrounded by eight valence electrons.
- Its full octet explains its inertness and limited chemical reactivity.
- Comparing radon with other noble gases reveals similar electron configurations and Lewis

structures.
- Knowledge of radon?s Lewis structure aids in understanding its interactions, safety

considerations, and rare chemical bonding.

By mastering the Lewis structure of radon, chemists gain deeper insight into the fundamental
principles governing noble gases and their place in the periodic table.
 
Lewis Structure of Radon

Radon is a fascinating element in the periodic table, primarily because of its status as a noble gas
with a unique electron configuration. When exploring the Lewis structure of radon, it is essential to
understand its atomic makeup, bonding characteristics, and how it fits into the broader context of
chemical bonding. Lewis structures serve as a visual representation of valence electrons in atoms
and molecules, helping chemists predict molecule shapes, reactivity, and properties. In the case of
radon, its Lewis structure reveals a complete outer electron shell that defines its inert nature, yet
understanding this structure provides insight into its chemical behavior and interactions.

Introduction to Radon

Radon (Rn) is a colorless, odorless, radioactive noble gas with the atomic number 86. It is part of
Group 18 of the periodic table, which includes other inert gases such as helium, neon, argon,
krypton, and xenon. Radon is unique because it is a decay product of uranium and thorium, making
it a significant component in radioactive decay chains. Due to its gaseous state and noble gas
classification, radon has a full valence shell of electrons?eight electrons in its outermost
shell?rendering it generally chemically inert.

Electronic Configuration and Its Implications

The electronic configuration of radon is:
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- 1s² 2s² 2p? 3s² 3p? 4s² 3d¹? 4p? 5s² 4d¹? 5p?

This configuration indicates that radon has a total of 86 electrons, with 8 electrons in its outermost
shell (5p?). The complete octet in its valence shell accounts for its stability and lack of tendency to
form chemical bonds under normal conditions.

Valence Electrons in Radon

- Total valence electrons: 8 (from 5p?)
- Significance: The full valence shell makes radon chemically inert, similar to other noble gases.

Lewis Structure of Radon

The Lewis structure of an atom depicts valence electrons as dots around the element's symbol. For
radon, given it is a noble gas with a complete octet, the Lewis structure is straightforward:

- Symbol: Rn
- Valence electrons: 8 dots arranged around the symbol

Representation:

```

..

: Rn :

''

```

or more explicitly, with dots representing electrons:

```

? ?

? Rn ? ?
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? ?

```

Since radon's outer shell is full, its Lewis structure effectively displays a stable octet, with no
bonding electrons or lone pairs involved in bonding.

Key Point: Radon?s Lewis structure is simply its symbol with a complete octet of electrons,
emphasizing its chemical inertness.

Understanding Radon?s Inertness through Lewis Structure

The Lewis structure visually reinforces why radon is chemically unreactive:

- Full Valence Shell: The octet of electrons signifies maximum stability.
- Lack of Tendency to Gain or Lose Electrons: The stable electron configuration discourages

chemical reactions.
- No Unpaired Electrons: The absence of unpaired electrons means radon does not readily

participate in covalent bonding.

This inertness is characteristic of noble gases, and the Lewis structure succinctly captures this
stability.

Radon Compounds and Lewis Structures

While radon is generally inert, under certain conditions, it can form compounds, such as radon
fluorides (e.g., RnF?). In such molecules, Lewis structures help depict how radon interacts with
electronegative elements like fluorine.

Example: Radon Difluoride (RnF?)

Valence electrons involved:

- Radon: 8 electrons
- Fluorine: 7 electrons each, total 14 electrons for two fluorines

Lewis structure considerations:
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- Radon can act as a central atom, sharing electrons with fluorines.
- Since radon has a full octet, it may form bonds by utilizing its vacant orbitals or through polar

covalent bonds.

Simplified Lewis structure for RnF?:

```

F

|

Rn?F

```

with lone pairs on fluorine atoms to complete their octets.

Features:

- Radon shares electrons with fluorine atoms.
- The structure indicates a linear or bent shape depending on electron pair repulsions, which can

be analyzed through VSEPR theory.

Pros and Cons of Radon Compounds:

Pros:

- Offer insights into the reactivity of radon under specific conditions.
- Useful for understanding radon?s interactions in nuclear and environmental chemistry.

Cons:

- Highly radioactive and hazardous, making experimental studies difficult.
- Limited stable compounds due to radon?s inertness.

Features and Limitations of Lewis Structures for Radon
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Features:

- Simplicity: The Lewis structure of radon is straightforward, reflecting its full octet.
- Visual Clarity: Clearly shows the inert nature of radon.
- Educational Value: Demonstrates the concept of noble gas stability.

Limitations:

- Lack of Bonding Information: For radon itself, the Lewis structure does not show bonds?since it
rarely forms them?so it?s not illustrative of reactivity.

- Radioactivity Not Depicted: Lewis structures do not account for radon?s radioactive decay.
- Limited Use in Predicting Reactions: The inert Lewis structure offers little predictive power for

chemical reactions involving radon.

Conclusion

The Lewis structure of radon encapsulates its fundamental chemical nature as a noble gas with a
complete octet of valence electrons. Its representation as a symbol surrounded by eight electrons
underscores its stability and inertness under normal conditions. Although radon seldom forms
compounds, understanding its Lewis structure provides a foundational grasp of its electronic
configuration and reactivity profile. For chemists, it highlights why radon remains largely inert, yet
also hints at the rare and intriguing circumstances under which it can engage in chemical bonding.
As science advances, further exploration of radon?s compounds and their Lewis structures may
reveal new facets of this elusive element, but its basic electron configuration remains a testament to
the stability conferred by a full valence shell.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the Lewis structure of radon? Radon (Rn) is a noble gas with a
complete octet, so its Lewis structure is simply a symbol 'Rn' with no additional dots or bonds,
indicating it has a full outer shell of electrons. Why does radon have a simple Lewis structure
compared to other elements? Radon has a complete octet with 8 valence electrons, making its
Lewis structure straightforward as a single atom with no bonds or lone pairs, characteristic of noble
gases. Can radon form covalent bonds based on its Lewis structure? While radon?s Lewis structure
shows a full octet and no bonding electrons, radon can form weak covalent interactions under
certain conditions, but generally it is chemically inert due to its noble gas configuration. How does
the Lewis structure of radon relate to its chemical reactivity? Since radon?s Lewis structure indicates
a full outer electron shell, it is chemically stable and inert, which explains its low reactivity compared
to other elements. Is the Lewis structure of radon useful for understanding its properties? Yes, the
Lewis structure highlights radon?s complete octet, helping to explain its inertness and low chemical
reactivity typical of noble gases. How many valence electrons are represented in radon?s Lewis
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structure? Radon has 8 valence electrons in its Lewis structure, corresponding to its full outer shell,
consistent with its position as a noble gas. 

 
Related keywords: radon, chemical structure, noble gases, atomic structure, electron configuration,
molecular geometry, valence electrons, radiochemistry, noble gas compounds, atomic modeling

INTRODUCTION TO PROTEIN STRUCTURE

Introduction to Protein Structure

Proteins are fundamental biological macromolecules that play crucial roles in virtually every process
within living organisms. Their diverse functions?from enzymatic catalysis and structural support to
signaling and immune responses?are directly determined by their unique three-dimensional shapes.
Understanding the structure of proteins is essential for comprehending how they perform their
functions, how they interact with other molecules, and how their malfunction can lead to disease.
This article provides a comprehensive introduction to protein structure, exploring the hierarchical
organization from primary sequences to complex quaternary arrangements, along with the
significance of each level.

Overview of Protein Structure

Protein structure refers to the three-dimensional arrangement of amino acids in a polypeptide chain.
The structure is organized into four levels:

- Primary structure
- Secondary structure
- Tertiary structure
- Quaternary structure

Each level contributes to the overall shape and function of the protein. Changes or disruptions at
any level can affect protein stability and activity.

Primary Structure: The Amino Acid Sequence

The primary structure of a protein is its unique sequence of amino acids linked together by peptide
bonds. This linear chain determines the protein's ultimate shape and function.
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Amino Acids and Peptide Bonds

- Amino acids: Organic molecules with a central carbon atom (the alpha-carbon) bonded to a
amino group, a carboxyl group, a hydrogen atom, and a distinctive side chain (R-group).

- Peptide bonds: Covalent bonds formed between the carboxyl group of one amino acid and the
amino group of another through a condensation reaction, releasing a molecule of water.

Significance of Primary Structure

- Encodes the protein's information.
- Determines the folding pattern and ultimately the functional conformation.
- Variations or mutations can lead to malfunction or disease.

Secondary Structure: Local Folding Patterns

Secondary structures are regular, recurring arrangements of amino acids stabilized mainly by
hydrogen bonds.

Common Secondary Structures

- Alpha helix: A right-handed coil where each amino acid forms hydrogen bonds with the amino
acid four residues ahead, resulting in a stable helical structure.

- Beta sheet: Composed of beta strands connected side-by-side by hydrogen bonds, forming a
sheet-like arrangement. These can be parallel or antiparallel.

Other Secondary Structures

- Turns and loops: Non-repetitive, flexible regions that connect alpha helices and beta sheets,
often involved in active sites or binding regions.

Role of Secondary Structures

- Provide local stability.
- Create specific motifs crucial for protein function.
- Serve as building blocks for higher-level structures.
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Tertiary Structure: Overall 3D Folding

Tertiary structure refers to the three-dimensional conformation of a single polypeptide chain,
stabilized by various interactions among side chains.

Types of Interactions Stabilizing Tertiary Structure

- Hydrogen bonds: Between polar side chains.
- Ionic bonds (salt bridges): Between positively and negatively charged side chains.
- Hydrophobic interactions: Nonpolar side chains tend to cluster away from water.
- Disulfide bonds: Covalent bonds between cysteine residues, providing additional stability.

Structural Motifs and Domains

- Motifs: Recurrent combinations of secondary structures that form functional units.
- Domains: Larger, independently folding regions within a protein, often associated with specific

functions.

Importance of Tertiary Structure

- Determines the protein's overall shape and surface features.
- Is critical for the formation of active sites and binding pockets.
- Influences protein stability and interactions.

Quaternary Structure: Assembly of Multiple Polypeptides

Some proteins consist of more than one polypeptide chain, and their quaternary structure describes
how these chains come together.

Examples of Quaternary Structures

- Hemoglobin: Composed of four subunits (two alpha and two beta chains).
- Immunoglobulins: Consist of multiple heavy and light chains.

Interactions in Quaternary Structure
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- Similar non-covalent interactions as in tertiary structures.
- Sometimes stabilized by covalent disulfide bonds.

Functional Significance

- Cooperative binding (e.g., oxygen in hemoglobin).
- Increased stability through assembly.
- Enhanced functional diversity.

Methods to Study Protein Structure

Understanding protein structure involves various experimental and computational techniques:

Experimental Techniques

- X-ray Crystallography: Provides atomic-resolution structures by analyzing diffraction patterns
of crystallized proteins.

- Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) Spectroscopy: Suitable for smaller proteins in solution,
revealing dynamic conformations.

- Cryo-Electron Microscopy (Cryo-EM): Used for large complexes and membrane proteins,
capturing structures at near-atomic resolution.

Computational Approaches

- Homology modeling.
- Molecular dynamics simulations.
- Structure prediction algorithms like AlphaFold.

Significance of Protein Structure in Biology and Medicine

Understanding protein structure is not merely academic?it has profound implications in health,
disease, and biotechnology.

- Designing drugs that target specific active sites.
- Engineering enzymes for industrial applications.
- Understanding mutations that lead to diseases like sickle cell anemia or cystic fibrosis.
- Developing vaccines based on structural epitopes.
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Conclusion

The study of protein structure provides critical insights into their function, mechanisms, and
interactions. From the linear sequence of amino acids to complex assemblies of multiple
polypeptides, each level of structure adds to the intricate design that enables proteins to carry out
their diverse roles in living organisms. Advances in structural biology continue to deepen our
understanding, paving the way for innovative therapies, biotechnological applications, and a greater
appreciation of the molecular machinery of life.
 
Protein Structure: Unlocking the Blueprint of Life

In the fascinating world of molecular biology, proteins are often heralded as the workhorses of the
cell?performing a multitude of functions essential for life. From catalyzing biochemical reactions to
providing structural support, proteins underpin every biological process. But what makes these
macromolecules so versatile? The answer lies in their intricate structure. Understanding protein
structure is fundamental to deciphering how proteins perform their diverse roles, designing new
therapeutics, and advancing biotechnology.

This article offers an expert-level deep dive into protein structure, exploring its hierarchical
organization, the significance of each level, and how structural features govern function. Whether
you're a student, researcher, or enthusiast, this comprehensive overview aims to illuminate the
marvel that is protein architecture.

Understanding Protein Structure: An Overview

Proteins are complex molecules composed of amino acids linked in specific sequences. Their
biological activity is directly linked to their three-dimensional conformation, which arises from a
hierarchy of structural levels. Recognizing these levels?primary, secondary, tertiary, and
quaternary?is essential to appreciating how proteins operate within living systems.

This hierarchical organization enables proteins to fold into precise shapes, stabilized by various
chemical interactions, and to adopt conformations suitable for their functions.

The Hierarchy of Protein Structure

1. Primary Structure: The Amino Acid Sequence

The primary structure is the most fundamental level of protein architecture?simply the linear
sequence of amino acids in a polypeptide chain. Each amino acid is characterized by its unique side
chain (R-group), which influences the protein's final structure and function.
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Key features of primary structure:

- Sequence specificity: The order of amino acids determines the folding pathway and final
conformation.

- Peptide bonds: Covalent bonds linking amino acids through condensation reactions, forming a
backbone with a repeating -N-C-C- pattern.

- Genetic coding: The sequence is dictated by DNA, making genetics central to protein identity.

Understanding the primary structure is crucial because even a single amino acid change (mutation)
can significantly alter protein behavior, leading to diseases like sickle cell anemia.

2. Secondary Structure: Local Folding Patterns

Secondary structures emerge from hydrogen bonding within the polypeptide backbone, creating
regular, repeating arrangements.

Main types include:

- Alpha helix (?-helix): A right-handed coil stabilized by hydrogen bonds between the carbonyl
oxygen of one amino acid and the amide hydrogen four residues ahead. This structure resembles a
tightly wound spring.

- Beta sheet (?-sheet): Composed of beta strands aligned side-by-side, stabilized by hydrogen
bonds between backbone atoms. These can be parallel or antiparallel, with the latter generally more
stable.

- Turns and loops: Connect secondary elements, allowing the polypeptide to change direction and
enabling the formation of compact, globular proteins.

Significance:

Secondary structures form the building blocks of larger, functional domains. Their stability depends
on hydrogen bonding patterns, backbone conformations, and side-chain interactions.

3. Tertiary Structure: The Overall 3D Fold

Tertiary structure describes the three-dimensional arrangement of all atoms in a single polypeptide
chain, resulting from various interactions among side chains and backbone segments.

Key stabilizing forces include:
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- Hydrophobic interactions: Nonpolar side chains tend to cluster inward, away from water,
stabilizing the core.

- Hydrogen bonds: Between polar side chains or backbone atoms.
- Ionic bonds (salt bridges): Between oppositely charged side chains.
- Disulfide bonds: Covalent links between cysteine residues, providing significant stabilization,

especially in extracellular proteins.
- Van der Waals forces: Weak interactions that contribute collectively to the folded structure.

Implications:

The tertiary structure determines the protein's shape, surface features, and functional sites. It is
often represented by motifs such as domains that correspond to functional units.

4. Quaternary Structure: Assembly of Multiple Polypeptides

Some proteins consist of multiple polypeptide chains, called subunits, which assemble into a
functional complex?this is the quaternary structure.

Examples include:

- Hemoglobin (oxygen transport): composed of four subunits.
- DNA polymerase: a complex of multiple proteins working together.

Interactions stabilizing quaternary structures:

- Similar to tertiary interactions, including hydrophobic effects, hydrogen bonds, ionic interactions,
and disulfide bonds.

Relevance:

Quaternary structure allows for cooperative behavior, regulation, and increased functional versatility.

Structural Motifs and Domains: Building Blocks of Function

Proteins often contain conserved structural motifs?specific arrangements of secondary
structures?that serve particular functions.

Common motifs include:
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- Helix-turn-helix: Often involved in DNA binding.
- EF-hand: Calcium-binding helix-loop-helix motif.
- ?-barrel: Found in membrane proteins.

Domains are larger, independently folded units within a protein, often associated with specific
functions. Recognizing domains aids in predicting protein function based on structure.

Structural Determination Techniques

Understanding protein structure relies heavily on experimental methods:

- X-ray Crystallography: The gold standard, providing high-resolution 3D structures by analyzing
diffraction patterns of crystallized proteins.

- Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) Spectroscopy: Suitable for smaller proteins in solution,
revealing structural details based on atomic interactions.

- Cryo-Electron Microscopy (cryo-EM): An emerging technique that visualizes large complexes at
near-atomic resolution without crystallization.

Computational modeling and bioinformatics tools complement experimental data, especially for
predicting structures of unknown or difficult-to-crystallize proteins.

The Significance of Protein Structure in Function and Disease

The relationship between structure and function in proteins cannot be overstated. Small structural
changes can lead to loss of function or gain of harmful activity.

Examples include:

- Enzyme specificity: Active sites are precisely shaped to bind substrates.
- Signal transduction: Receptor conformational changes trigger downstream responses.
- Disease-causing mutations: Alterations in folding can lead to aggregation (e.g., amyloid plaques

in Alzheimer's disease) or loss of activity.

Understanding protein structure is pivotal in drug design, enabling the development of molecules
that target specific structural features?leading to more effective and selective therapeutics.

Conclusion: The Elegance of Protein Architecture

Protein structure represents the intricate, elegant solution nature has evolved to perform complex
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biological functions. From the linear sequence of amino acids to the sophisticated three-dimensional
assemblies, each level of structure plays a crucial role in defining a protein's identity and activity.

Advances in structural biology continue to unravel the complexities of proteins, offering insights that
drive innovations in medicine, biotechnology, and our fundamental understanding of life itself.
Appreciating the hierarchy and nuances of protein architecture not only deepens scientific
knowledge but also empowers us to manipulate these molecules for the betterment of health and
technology.

In essence, protein structure is the blueprint that translates genetic information into functional
molecules?an enduring testament to the intricate design of life.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the basic levels of protein structure? Proteins have four levels of
structure: primary (amino acid sequence), secondary (?-helices and ?-sheets), tertiary (overall 3D
folding), and quaternary (assembly of multiple polypeptides). Why is understanding protein structure
important in biology? Understanding protein structure is crucial because it determines the protein's
function, interactions, and role in biological processes, aiding in drug design and understanding
diseases. What techniques are commonly used to determine protein structures? Techniques such
as X-ray crystallography, nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectroscopy, and cryo-electron
microscopy are commonly used to elucidate protein structures. How do amino acid properties
influence protein folding? Amino acid properties like hydrophobicity, charge, and size influence how
proteins fold by dictating interactions such as hydrogen bonds, ionic bonds, and hydrophobic
packing. What is the significance of the alpha-helix and beta-sheet in protein secondary structure?
Alpha-helices and beta-sheets are stabilized secondary structures that provide the foundational
elements for the overall 3D conformation and stability of proteins. Can protein structures change,
and what is this process called? Yes, proteins can undergo conformational changes, which are
dynamic shifts in structure that affect their activity, often regulated in processes like enzyme
catalysis and signaling. What role do disulfide bonds play in protein structure? Disulfide bonds are
covalent links between cysteine residues that help stabilize the tertiary and quaternary structures of
proteins, especially in extracellular proteins. 

 
Related keywords: protein folding, amino acids, secondary structure, tertiary structure, quaternary
structure, peptide bonds, alpha helices, beta sheets, protein domains, structural biology
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