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Kenmore 158 16800 Sewing Machine Manual
Handbook

kenmore 158 16800 sewing machine manual is an essential resource for anyone who owns or is
considering purchasing this classic sewing machine. As a vintage model that has stood the test of
time, understanding its manual helps users operate it efficiently, troubleshoot common issues, and
maintain its longevity. Whether you?re a seasoned sewer or a beginner exploring your sewing
hobby, having the proper manual ensures that you can maximize your machine?s potential and
enjoy a smooth sewing experience. In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the details of the
Kenmore 158 16800 sewing machine manual, covering its features, how to use it effectively,
troubleshooting tips, maintenance advice, and where to find authentic manuals.

Understanding the Kenmore 158 16800 Sewing Machine

Overview of the Machine

The Kenmore 158 16800 is a vintage, mechanical sewing machine renowned for its durability and
versatility. Designed primarily for domestic use, it features a sturdy metal construction, making it a
reliable choice for various sewing projects?from garment creation to home decor. Its model number
indicates specific features and capabilities, often associated with its era of manufacture?typically the
1960s or 1970s.

Main Features

Some of the key features of the Kenmore 158 16800 include:

- Multiple stitch options, including straight and zigzag stitches
- Adjustable stitch length and width
- Built-in bobbin winder
- Heavy-duty metal frame for stability
- Manual tension control
- Presser foot and needle positioning adjustments
- Ease of maintenance and repair due to mechanical design

Having the manual on hand allows users to fully understand and utilize these features effectively.

How to Use the Kenmore 158 16800 Sewing Machine

Published by: fieldsii.com Page 1 of 10



Kenmore 158 16800 Sewing Machine Manual Handbook Vol. 2021, Issue 5

Getting Started: Setup and Preparation

Before beginning to sew, ensure your machine is properly set up:

- Positioning: Place the machine on a flat, stable surface.
- Power: Since this is a mechanical model, it does not require electrical power, but if it?s an

electric version, connect it securely and ensure the foot pedal and cord are in good condition.
- Threading the Machine: Follow the threading diagram provided in the manual or on the

machine itself. Typically, this involves threading the upper thread through various guides, tension
disks, and the needle.

- Winding the Bobbin: Use the built-in bobbin winder to prepare your bobbin with the thread of
your choice.

- Inserting the Bobbin and Threading the Lower Mechanism: Place the wound bobbin into the
bobbin case and thread it according to the instructions.

Selecting and Adjusting Stitches

The manual provides detailed instructions on selecting stitch types and adjusting stitch length and
width:

- Choose your desired stitch pattern using the stitch selector dial.
- Adjust the stitch length for seams or decorative stitches.
- Set the stitch width for zigzag or decorative stitches as needed.

Basic Sewing Operations

Once setup is complete, you can start sewing:

- Raise the presser foot and position your fabric.
- Lower the presser foot and gently press the foot pedal or turn the hand wheel to start stitching.
- Guide the fabric steadily, letting the machine do the work.

Troubleshooting Common Issues with the Kenmore 158 16800

Thread Breakage

If your thread keeps snapping, consult the manual for tension adjustment instructions. Common
causes include:
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- Incorrect threading path
- Incorrect tension settings
- Damaged or dull needle

Solution: Re-thread the machine carefully, change the needle if needed, and reset tension.

Skipped Stitches

This issue may be due to:

- Dull or bent needle
- Incorrect needle insertion
- Incorrect stitch settings

Solution: Replace the needle, ensure it?s correctly installed, and verify stitch settings.

Machine Not Sewing Properly

If the machine isn?t feeding fabric correctly or sewing uneven stitches:

- Check the feed dog operation
- Ensure the presser foot pressure is adequate
- Clean lint and debris from bobbin area

Solution: Regular cleaning and maintenance as detailed in the manual will resolve many issues.

Maintenance and Care for Longevity

Routine Maintenance

Proper maintenance ensures your Kenmore 158 16800 continues to operate smoothly:

- Regular cleaning of bobbin case and feed dog area
- Lubricating moving parts with sewing machine oil as recommended
- Replacing needles periodically to prevent skipped stitches
- Inspecting and replacing worn belts or parts if applicable

Storing the Machine

Published by: fieldsii.com Page 3 of 10



Kenmore 158 16800 Sewing Machine Manual Handbook Vol. 2021, Issue 5

Store your machine in a dry, dust-free environment. Cover it with a protective cloth or cover to
prevent dust accumulation.

Where to Find the Manual

Authentic manuals for the Kenmore 158 16800 can often be found through:

- Official Kenmore or Sears archives
- Online vintage sewing machine manual repositories
- Online marketplaces like eBay for original or reprinted manuals
- Specialized sewing machine forums or enthusiast groups

Having a genuine manual is crucial for accurate troubleshooting and maintenance.

Conclusion

The kenmore 158 16800 sewing machine manual is a valuable resource for anyone who owns
this vintage machine. It provides essential guidance on setup, operation, troubleshooting, and
maintenance, ensuring you can enjoy years of reliable sewing. Whether you?re restoring a
treasured family heirloom or exploring your sewing skills with a classic machine, having the manual
at your fingertips makes all the difference. Remember to seek out authentic copies to ensure you
have the most accurate and detailed instructions. With proper care and knowledge, your Kenmore
158 16800 can continue sewing beautifully for generations to come.
 
Kenmore 158.16800 Sewing Machine Manual: An Expert Guide to Mastering Your Craft

Sewing machines have long been the backbone of home crafting, quilting, and garment making.
Among the many models available, the Kenmore 158.16800 stands out as a vintage yet reliable
machine, cherished by both hobbyists and professional seamstresses. To truly harness its
capabilities, understanding its manual is essential. This article provides an in-depth review and
comprehensive breakdown of the Kenmore 158.16800 sewing machine manual, offering expert
insights, tips, and guidance for both new and experienced users.

Introduction to the Kenmore 158.16800 Sewing Machine

The Kenmore 158.16800 is a mechanical, vintage model first introduced in the late 20th century.
Known for its durability and sturdy construction, it is often praised for its smooth operation and
versatility. Its manual is a vital resource, providing detailed instructions on setup, operation,
maintenance, and troubleshooting.
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Understanding the manual is crucial for maximizing the machine's lifespan and performance. This
guide will dissect each section of the manual, explaining its contents and offering expert advice on
how to interpret and implement the instructions effectively.

Overview of the Manual Content

The Kenmore 158.16800 manual typically encompasses several key sections:

- Safety Precautions
- Machine Parts and Nomenclature
- Setup and Installation
- Basic Operations
- Stitching Techniques
- Maintenance and Cleaning
- Troubleshooting
- Accessories and Attachments
- Warranty and Service Information

Each section is designed to guide the user from initial setup through everyday use and
maintenance, ensuring optimal performance.

Safety Precautions and Important Notices

Why It Matters:

Before operating any sewing machine, safety comes first. The manual emphasizes precautions to
prevent injury and damage.

Key Points:

- Always unplug the machine when threading, cleaning, or replacing parts.
- Keep fingers away from the needle area during operation.
- Use the correct needle and thread for your fabric to avoid jams and breakages.
- Avoid sewing on extremely thick or hard materials that may damage the machine.
- Keep the machine in a dry, stable environment away from dust and moisture.

Expert Tip:

Familiarize yourself with emergency shut-off procedures detailed in the manual. Ensuring safety
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reduces downtime and prolongs your machine's lifespan.

Machine Parts and Nomenclature

Understanding the parts of your Kenmore 158.16800 is fundamental for troubleshooting and
maintenance. The manual provides labeled diagrams of the machine, identifying key components:

Major Parts Include:

- Work Platform (Bed): The flat surface where fabric rests.
- Needle Plate: The metal plate beneath the needle that covers the bobbin.
- Needle: The component that stitches fabric together.
- Thread Tension Dial: Adjusts the tightness of the upper thread.
- Stitch Length Regulator: Controls the length of each stitch.
- Hand Wheel: Manually raises and lowers the needle.
- Bobbin Case and Bobbin Winder: Holds the bobbin and winds thread onto it.
- Feed Dogs: The teeth that move fabric forward.
- Presser Foot: Holds fabric flat against the feed dogs.

Expert Tip:

Familiarity with these parts simplifies troubleshooting and allows for quick adjustments during
sewing sessions.

Setup and Installation Instructions

Getting Started:

The manual provides step-by-step instructions to set up the Kenmore 158.16800 for first use.

Basic Setup Steps:

- Place the Machine: Find a stable, flat surface free from dust and moisture.
- Insert the Power Cord and Foot Pedal: Connect according to the diagram provided.
- Install the Needle: Use the recommended size (usually 14 or 16) and ensure it is securely

inserted with the flat side facing the correct direction.
- Threading the Machine:
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- Upper Thread: Follow the threading path, ensuring the thread passes through tension discs,
guides, and the needle eye correctly.

- Bobbin Thread: Wind the bobbin with the appropriate thread and insert it into the bobbin case.

Tips for Efficient Setup:

- Always thread with the machine turned off to avoid needle breakage.
- Use high-quality thread compatible with your fabric.
- Check the tension settings before starting a project.

Expert Tip:

Perform a test stitch on scrap fabric after setup to ensure proper threading and tension.

Operating the Sewing Machine: Stitching Techniques and Settings

The Kenmore 158.16800 offers a variety of stitches, primarily straight and zigzag. The manual
details how to select and adjust these stitches.

Stitch Selection:

- Straight Stitch: For most seams and topstitching.
- Zigzag Stitch: For stretch seams, decorative sewing, or finishing raw edges.
- Adjusting Stitch Length and Width: Use the designated dials to customize stitch size for different

fabrics.

Basic Sewing Procedures:

- Position Fabric: Place fabric under the presser foot, aligning with seam guides.
- Lower the Presser Foot: Use the lever to secure fabric.
- Start Sewing: Press the foot pedal gently to begin stitching.
- Maintain Consistent Speed: Avoid sudden presses or releases for even stitches.
- Finish and Cut Thread: Use the reverse stitch function if needed, then cut excess thread.

Expert Tip:

Practice on scrap fabric to master stitch tension, length, and width adjustments before working on
your actual project.
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Maintenance and Cleaning Guidelines

Proper maintenance ensures longevity and optimal performance.

Regular Maintenance Tasks:

- Cleaning the Bobbin Area: Remove lint and dust with a small brush or vacuum attachment.
- Oiling Moving Parts: Apply sewing machine oil to designated points, as specified in the manual,

approximately every 8-10 hours of use.
- Replacing Needles: Change needles regularly, approximately after every 8 hours of sewing or

when skipped stitches occur.
- Checking Tension Settings: Regularly verify tension to prevent puckering or loose stitches.

Troubleshooting Common Issues:

- Skipped Stitches: Might indicate a bent needle or incorrect threading.
- Thread Breakage: Could be due to improper tension or poor-quality thread.
- Fabric Not Moving: Check feed dogs and ensure they are engaged and clean.

Expert Tip:

Keep a maintenance log to track oiling and part replacements, ensuring routine care is never
overlooked.

Troubleshooting and Common Problems

The manual offers comprehensive troubleshooting tips for frequent issues.

Typical Problems and Solutions:

| Problem | Possible Cause | Solution |

|-----------|------------------|----------|

| Machine not sewing | Thread jam or misthreading | Re-thread upper and bobbin threads, remove
jams |

| Stitches are uneven | Incorrect tension or dull needle | Adjust tension, replace needle |
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| Machine makes noise | Lack of lubrication or debris | Clean and oil moving parts |

| Fabric puckering | Tension imbalance | Adjust tension settings and ensure correct threading |

Expert Tip:

Keep a list of problem symptoms and solutions handy. Many issues are simple fixes that can be
addressed quickly, saving time and frustration.

Accessories and Attachments

The Kenmore 158.16800 is compatible with various accessories that enhance its functionality:

Common Attachments:

- Zigzag Foot: For zigzag stitches and decorative sewing.
- Blind Hem Foot: For creating invisible hems.
- Gathering Foot: Facilitates gathering fabric.
- Serging Attachments: For overlocking edges (if compatible).
- Extension Table: Provides extra workspace.

Expert Tip:

Using the correct attachment for your project streamlines work and results in professional-looking
finishes. Always consult the manual for compatibility and installation instructions.

Warranty and Service Information

While vintage, the Kenmore 158.16800 may still be serviced by authorized technicians or through
community repair shops. The manual emphasizes:

- Regular inspection and servicing.
- Using genuine parts for replacements.
- Contacting authorized service centers for complex repairs.

Expert Tip:

Maintaining a record of service and repairs can help preserve the machine's value and facilitate
future troubleshooting.
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Final Thoughts: Is the Kenmore 158.16800 Manual Worth Studying?

Absolutely. The manual for the Kenmore 158.16800 sewing machine is an invaluable resource,
especially for vintage machine enthusiasts. It provides detailed instructions and diagrams that
demystify operation, maintenance, and troubleshooting?empowering users to achieve high-quality
results.

For those committed to preserving and optimizing this classic machine, investing time in
understanding the manual translates into smoother sewing experiences, fewer frustrations, and a
longer lifespan for your equipment. Whether you're a seasoned sewer or a beginner, mastering your
Kenmore 158.16800 through its manual unlocks its full potential.

In conclusion, owning a vintage Kenmore 158.16800 sewing machine is a rewarding experience,
especially when paired with a thorough understanding of its manual. Regular maintenance, proper
setup, and attentive troubleshooting will ensure many years of reliable service, allowing your
creativity to flourish with confidence.
 

 QuestionAnswer Where can I find the official manual for the Kenmore 158.16800 sewing
machine? You can find the official manual for the Kenmore 158.16800 sewing machine on the Sears
PartsDirect website or by contacting Kenmore customer support. What are the common
troubleshooting tips for issues with the Kenmore 158.16800 sewing machine? Common
troubleshooting tips include checking the power connection, ensuring the bobbin is correctly
installed, cleaning the machine regularly, and referring to the manual for specific error codes and
solutions. How do I properly thread the Kenmore 158.16800 sewing machine as per the manual?
According to the manual, you should start by raising the needle to its highest position, then follow
the threading path illustrated in the diagram, ensuring the thread passes through all guides and the
tension disk correctly. Are there any maintenance instructions in the Kenmore 158.16800 manual I
should follow regularly? Yes, the manual recommends cleaning the lint from the bobbin area, oiling
moving parts periodically, and checking the tension and needle condition to keep the machine
running smoothly. Can I find replacement parts for the Kenmore 158.16800 sewing machine using
the manual? Yes, the manual provides part numbers and guidance on ordering compatible
replacement parts from authorized dealers or Sears PartsDirect. 
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